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CHAIR WCKS: Good norning. Wlcone to
t he August 2025 Assenbly Appropriations Hearing
Commttee. We have 274 bills to consider this
norning as part of our regular order hearing.

| encourage the public to wite witten
testinony before the hearing by visiting the
Comm ttee website at apro.assenbly.ca. gov.

Pl ease note that any witten testinony
submtted to the Comnmttee is considered public
coment and may be read into the record or
reprinted.

The hearing roomis open for attendance.
Al are encouraged to watch the hearing roomfrom
its livestreamon the Assenbly website.

W will accept public comment on any bil
pl aced on the suspense file by the Commttee
today and for which the author waived
presentation before the close of the regular
order heari ng.

Testinmony on any such bill wll be limted
to the statenent of nanme, organization, if any,
and position on the bill.

The Commttee wll allow no nore than 40
m nutes of testinony in total.

And for each bill, each nenber wll be
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all owed five mnutes of questions of w tnesses
only, and I wll be timng that.

As you cane into the hearing roomtoday,
the sergeants directed your attention to the
rules for public attendance and participation
whi ch were posted outside the door. | encourage
menbers of the public who are in attendance to
observe those rules and foll ow them

Pl ease be aware that violation of these
rules are violations of general courtesy or
decorum and may subject you to renoval or
enforcenent processes. And | wll say it is our
expectation that everyone acts like adults in
this Committee. Thank you.

Wth that, 1'd like to establish a quorum
If one is present. Please call the roll.

THE CLERK: W cks?

CHAIR WCKS: Here.

THE CLERK: Wcks present.

Sanchez?

Aranbul a?

Cal deron?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER CALDERON: (I naudi bl e.)

THE CLERK: Cal deron present.

Cal oza?
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ASSEMBLY MEMBER CALQZA: Here.

THE CLERK: Cal oza present.

Di xon?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER DI XON: (I naudi bl e.)

THE CLERK: Di xon present.

El hawar y?

Fong?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER FONG  Here.

THE CLERK: Fong present.

Mar k Gonzal ez?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

THE CLERK: Mark Gonzal ez present.

Hart ?

Pacheco?

Pel |l erin?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER PELLERIN: (I naudi bl e.)

THE CLERK: Pellerin present.

Sol ache?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER SOLACHE: Present.

THE CLERK: Sol ache present.

Ta?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TA: (I naudi bl e.)

THE CLERK: Ta present.

Tangi pa?

Jeff Gonzal ez?
depos@scanlanstone.com Page 4
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ASSEMBLY MEMBER GONZALEZ: (1 naudi bl e.)
THE CLERK: Jeff Gonzal ez present.
CHAIR WCKS: Thank you. W have a
quor um
First we would like to hear from M. |saac

Bryan, who is going to be presenting ACA 8. You

are up.
We have a notion and a second.
And you can begin when you're ready.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: Thank you, Madam
Chair and Coll eagues. |I'mhere to present ACA 8

on behal f of Speaker Robert Rivas, Pro Tem
Mc@Quire, and over a dozen of us who are
co-authors in this effort to protect denocracy.
We're living through an unprecedent ed
nmoment in American history where our denocracy
faces daily attacks fromthe Wite House and from
this adm nistration.
This constitutional anendnent, along wth
the two conpanion bills, are a neasured and
t houghtful response to the power grab that is
happeni ng out of Washi ngton, D.C. A power grab
that seeks to further erase the rights of
40 mllion Californians who are counting on us.

To be clear, this is not a fight that we
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sought out, but this is a fight that we are
prepared to fight and prepared to w n.

ACA 8 exists because Trunp and the
Republ i can-control |l ed Texas Legi sl ature and ot her
states, like Indiana and Florida, are attenpting
to redraw congressional districts in the mddle
of a decade, pre census, with the explicit aim of
diluting Black and Brown representation and
power, and tilting next year's congressional
el ections in favor of the authoritarian in the
Whi t e House.

Their maps are not about fair
representation. Their maps are about retaining
power at any cost w thout accountability, w thout
transparency, without the voters of those states
getting their say.

They want to retain control in Congress at
any cost to continue their goals, to protect the
weal t hy, the President and his corrupt
conpani ons, while gutting the liberties of
everyday peopl e, working people and struggling
famlies, especially here in California. W
deserve better. Californians deserve better.

The American peopl e deserve better.

ACA 8, also known as the Election R g
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Response Act, is our defense against Trunp's
unprecedented power grab. It would inplenent the
tenporary use of the maps outlined in AB 604 if,
and only if, the people of California approve it.
The people of California wll get the final say.

If ACA 8 and the conpanion bills in the
Legi sl ature are passed on a special election on
Novenber 4th, those district boundaries wll be
used. That's the nain difference, by the way,
here in California.

So here in California, unlike Texas and
sone of these Republican-led states, we respect
the people. W respect the voters. And we
bel i eve that they have the autonony and authority
to nmake major decisions like this that have
nati onal consequences.

These maps will be used through the 2030
congressional termonly and -- only if Texas and
ot her states enact their partisan gerrynmanderi ng,
their power grab of their own congressional
districts at the behest of the President. W
will stand down if they stand down. But if they
step forward, we are ready to fight fire with
fire.

The trigger provision in ACA 8 is
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carefully crafted to ensure that a m d-decade
redistricting required by a federal court order
doesn't result in California changing its map.
This is only in response to an authoritarian
power grab.

I"mjoined by two incredible w tnesses,
Jodi Hicks, who is the CEO of Pl anned Parent hood,
and Pastor Trena Turner, one of the current
Comm ssioners of the 2020 i ndependent California
Citizens Redistricting Comm ssion.

CHAIR W CKS: Thank you.

And each witness on both sides will have
two m nutes each, both for opposition and
supporter. So four mnutes total on each side
for our main w tnesses.

You can begi n when you're ready.

M5. HI CKS: Thank you. Thank you, Madam
Chair and Menbers.

| am Jodi Hicks, the CEO and Presi dent of
Pl anned Par ent hood, Affiliates of California.
|'"'mhere to represent all seven affiliates and
over a hundred health centers throughout the
state of California.

And |'mhere in strong support of ACA 8

and California's response to Texas or any state
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that is trying to gane the 2026 m dterm
el ecti ons.

And | know this is the Appropriations
Commttee. | know that we have sonmeone who wl |
tal k about the Conm ssion.

| want to tal k about the inpact to
California. And | think we heard yesterday a | ot
of why California would respond to what Texas is
doing. And it's because the inpact to California
IS so great.

And if we are not able to have a fair
election, if we're not able to fight back in the
way that we need to, we're not standing up for
our values in California, and we're certainly not
def endi ng Cal i forni ans.

You renenber here in California 67 percent
of voters voted to ensure that California is a
reproductive freedomstate. That our
Constitution ensures that Californians have
access to reproductive heal thcare.

What just passed in Congress defunds
Pl anned Parent hood on day one. So when we talk
about the cost of what we're doing today just on
that one piece of that bill alone is taking away

$300 million in federal dollars away fromthe
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servi ces that Pl anned Parent hood provides.

And we are not tal king about abortion
services. Those are already not federally
funded. W are tal king about every other service
that one in four wonen here in California rely
on, which is cancer screenings, birth control,
of tenti mes prenatal care.

The rest of that bill has three-and-a-half
mllion folks in California that will be w thout
heal thcare in our state, not to nention the other
econom ¢ sancti ons.

CHAIR WCKS: You need to wap up.

M5. HI CKS: Thank you.

So it's inperative that we're able to
fight back. W know if Planned Parenthood or
anyone el se tal ks about the inpact of what just
happened, Congress nenbers will be held
accountable. But we're not able to do that if
Texas is rigging the election ahead of tine.

So thank you.

CHAIR W CKS: Thank you.

And you w Il have two m nutes.

PASTOR TURNER  Thank you.

"' m Trena Turner, Pastor, Executive

Pastor. |'malso, though, here today as a
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1 | Comm ssioner for the 2020 Redistricting

2 | Commssion. And I'lIl read so that | can nake

3 | best use of ny tine.

4 | am proud to have served in the 2020

5| California Gtizens Redistricting Conm ssion,

6 | following the will of the people to draw the fair
7 | maps that honor California's diverse communities
8 | of interest. Qur work, you know, was rooted in
9 | i ndependence, transparency, clear voter nandate
10 | that the politicians should not choose their

11 | voters.

12 But we have to be honest in the nonent

13 | that we're in. There's a breach of trust in our
14 | denocracy that has al ready happened and it's

15 | hitting Black and Brown communities hardest.

16 We' ve wat ched our current adm nistration
17 | dismantl e DEI prograns, send in National Guard
18 | and Marines into LA, D.C, under false clains of
19 | keepi ng order or stanping out ranpant crine.

20 The reality, crinme has al ready been down
21 | in many of those areas. But the very progranms in
22 | our communities, the one that has been proven to
23 | work, they're being cut, creating the very

24 | instability that will be used to justify nore

25 | force and nore control and fewer rights. So it's
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shortsighted for California to only think about
Cal i forni a.

| watched the hearings on yesterday and
wanted to say that if we stand on principle while
our nation disintegrates, we are part of the
problem And are we really thinking about all of
California? Because | think the 3.1 mllion
children, veterans and famlies in California
that will |ose food off of their tables would
tend to disagree, California.

| think the 2.4 mllion Californians that
w1 |ose access to healthcare due to Medicaid
cuts woul d di sagree.

There's been a | ot of discussion about
protecting lines drawn by the will of the people,
lines that |'"mvery proud of. However, the
di scussion is enphasi zing the inportance of
| ndependent redistricting. That's fair. But
we're doing that at the cost of mllions of
Cal i forni ans.

There are groups that | respect that says
that they -- Newsomis dead wong in this.
Gerrymandering is a threat. However, | want to
say that marginalized communities --

CHAIR WCKS: If you can wap up.
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PASTOR TURNER: -- is the exact reason why
we need to nove forward with ACA8. |I'min total
support of it and believe it's the right thing
for our nation.

CHAI R W CKS: Thank you very nuch.

W will nowturn to folks in the room who
W sh to express support for ACA 8. And for
everyone who's w shing to express support or
opposition, we are just doing nane, organization,
I f any, and position.

M5. FLOCKS: Madam Chair, Menbers, Sara
Fl ocks, the California Federation of Labor
Uni ons, in strong support.

M5. CHOU. Annie Chou with the California
Teachers Associ ation in support.

MR. HART: lan Hart on behal f of
Li eut enant Governor El eni Kounal akis in support.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you. W will now go
to our primary witnesses in opposition. If they
coul d step up.

Is there only one primary witness in
opposition, who we recogni ze here?

Since there's only one, we'll give you
four m nutes.

UNI DENTI FI ABLE SPEAKER: | object.
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CHAIR WCKS: And if you could turn your
m c on, please?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER LACKEY: Okay. Hopefully
everybody can hear ne.

"' m Assenbl yman Tom Lackey and |I'mthe
Republ i can Caucus Chair.

Assenbly Menber Gal |l agher is unable to be
here, so I'd like to read his statenent into the
record, if I"'mpermtted to do so. | would I ove
t hat .

CHAI R W CKS: Pl ease.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER LACKEY: In California
we' ve always clained to be a state that does
t hi ngs better, cleaner governnent, nore
transparency, a stronger commtnent to fairness.

More than a decade ago voters proved that
very point by taking one of the nost powerful
political weapons out of politicians' hands.

That is this issue of redistricting. They
created the Citizens Redistricting Conmm ssion
where everyday Californians, not career
politicians, draw our political maps. No
backroom deal s, no party bosses, no | obbyists
calling the shots.

The result? WMaps shaped by public
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415.834.1114




Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 240-5 Filed 03/27/26  Page 15 of 84

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21287

testinony, not raw political nmuscle. Comunities
kept together. Conparative districts preserved.
Trust in the process restored.

It wasn't a Republican idea or a
Denocratic idea. It was the people's idea, and
It worked.

Now Sacranento politicians want to take it
back. California Denocrats, with Governor Gavin
Newsoni s support, are proposing to rip this power
away fromthe |Independent Conm ssion and put it
back under political control. Their goal?
Protect a fewnoral -- |'msorry, a few nore
seats in Congress. Their excuse? Texas is doing
it. That's not |eadership. It's abandoni ng our
princi pl es.

Redi stricting has hel ped politicians
deci de who wi ns before voters get a say. |It's
the nost brazen way to rig the system

When district [ines are drawn for
political advantage, the first casualty is often
fair representation. Rural comunities, in
particular, risk being carved apart and their
voi ces diluted. Rural Californians |ose the
uni fied voice that ensures our uni que needs and

priorities are heard.
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That's exactly why Californians stripped
the Legislature of this power in the first place.
Gving it back to the very people voters took it
fromisn't reform It's raw power grab, and
voters see through it.

A recent Politico poll possibly indicated
that Californians opposing returning
redistricting to the Legislature by nearly two to
one. Only 36 percent support this schene.

That's not a debate. It's a public rejection.

This is bigger than party | abels. \Wether
you' re Republican, Denocrat or |ndependent, you
| ose when politicians draw their own districts.
Comrunities are carved up like a pie.

Conpetitive races vanish. Politicians stop
worryi ng about what voters think because their
districts are |locked up for years. Voters | ose.
Denocracy | oses.

California should be the nodel for the
nation, not a state that tosses out reforns the
m nute they inconvenience those in power. W
showed Anerica that redistricting can be done
openly, fairly and w thout partisan mani pul ati on.
Throwing it away now tells every voter that

fairness only matters when it's political
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conveni ence.

One [sic] partisan control is back in the
gane, it never |leaves. Once partisan control is
back in the ganme, it never |eaves. And the
people will | ose their voice.

| f Governor Newsom and the |egislative
Denocrats think voters will quietly watch them
di smantl e one of the state's nost inportant
Denocratic safeguards, they're in for a surprise.
The outcry will be I oud, bipartisan and
unrel enti ng.

This isn't conplicated. Qur denocracy
wor ks best when politicians have to conpete for
their votes, not when they mani pul ate the rul es
to keep thenselves in power. That's why the
voters passed redistricting reformand that's why
they still will support it.

The nessage fromthe voters is sinple.
The power belongs to the people. Let's keep it
that way, and we won't let themtake it.

" mal so confused to sone degree how
redistricting bills are not being sent to
suspense when it's been very publicly stated that
these bills will result in a $200 mllion cost to

the state.
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CHAIR WCKS: You're at four m nutes.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER LACKEY: Ckay. Well, the
| ast thing that 1'd like to close wwth is | find
it alittle bit disturbing that |I have soneone
sitting on this dais wwth ne, Ms. Jodi, who is
married to soneone who it's been reported had an
active role in this map nmaking, and that woul d be
Paul Mtchell. | find that to be a conflict of
interest and | find it disappointing.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you, M. Lackey.

W will now be going to primary w t nesses
I n opposition. Nane, organization, if any, and
your position on the bill.

kay. Seeing none, we will bring it back
to Commttee for questions.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER DI XON: | will be voting
on ACA 8, which is a proposed constitutional
amendnent that the voters will decide during an
unnecessary, unbudgeted, expensive speci al
el ection this Decenber. And we've heard all the
reasons why this is an, unfortunately, bad idea.
But 1'll speak to the cost as we are in
Appropri ations.

Thi s unnecessary special election is

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 18

415.834.1114




Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 240-5 Filed 03/27/26  Page 19 of 84

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21291

expected to cost California taxpayers nore than
$230 mllion. According to the Oange County
Regi strar of Voters, in Orange county alone this
speci al election to gerrynmander congressional
districts and split apart communities in ny
district and in ny own city is anticipated to
cost between 11 and $13 mllion.

By voting to pass SB 280 -- or ACA 8,
excuse me, you are voting to appropriate funding
for a costly special election at a tinme when
California faces pai nful budget cuts to
heal t hcare, educati on, housing and other critical
servi ces.

And | take special note of M. Hicks, |
believe is her nane, who spoke earlier. And |
just want to quote from her statenent |ast My
when t he Governor announced a cut to Pl anned
Parent hood in the state budget.

And her statenment at the tine was, with
this May budget revision, Governor Newsom --
Governor Newsom the author of this effort to
spend $230 mllion, is effectively defunding
Pl anned Parenthood in the state of California.

What | recall, your comments were rel ated

to the congressional efforts and the federal
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1 | budgeting. However, this $230 mllion could go a
2 | long way to support your Planned Parenthood

3 | prograns in California.

4 So | suggest maybe you also talk to the
5| Governor. He's spending $230 million that could
6 | better go for healthcare, nental health, housing,
7 | honel essness, all the long list of horribles in
8 | the state of California. Yet, he can find

9 | $230 million out of a deficit-based budget to

10 | fund this election.

11 If we want to have an election, | don't
12 | support it. It should be tied into another

13 | el ection.

14 There's been no financial analysis -- |
15 | haven't seen any anyway -- to the cost of to the
16 | state general fund or to county budgets. No one
17 | has tinme to figure this out where the noney is
18 | going to cone fromto provide for another

19 | state-nmandated, unfunded, urgent item which is
20 | an election in Novenber.

21 | will be voting no and when it cones

22 | before ne, and ask you to do the sane. Thank

23 | you.

24 CHAIR WCKS: Thank you. Wuld you Ilike
25 | to respond?

depos@scanlanstone.com
415.834.1114

Page 20



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 240-5 Filed 03/27/26 Page 21 of 84

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21293

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: May | respond to
t hat ?

CHAIR WCKS: Yes.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: | just want to be
very clear, because | think facts matter. The
Governor's proposal was to cut that fund, and the
Legi slature rejected those cuts, and the final
adopt ed budget restored all of that funding for
heal t hcare, including funding to Pl anned
Par ent hood.

It should al so be noted that California
pays over $80 billion in federal taxes that we
don't get back. Seventy billion of that went to
Texas. That's noney that is also being cut from
Head Start prograns, education progranms, veterans
benefits.

And | find it horribly offensive that
$40 billion of our own noney couldn't return hone
for disaster aid in Los Angeles, and not a single
Republican in this Legislature is demandi ng t hat
It conme hone.

So if we're tal king about the cost of a
speci al election versus the cost of our denocracy
or the cost that Californians are already paying

to subsidize this corrupt adm ni stration, those
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costs seemwell worth paying in this nonent.
CHAIR WCKS: Thank you, M. Bryan.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER DI XON: May | just respond
to that?
CHAIR WCKS: Yes.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER DI XON:  Just briefly.

It's still -- $230 mllion is nothing to
bl i nk your eyes about. It is noney that could
cost -- could be allocated for costs other than a
special election. |If it sits there in the

budget, why not put it to healthcare? Wy not
put it to all these issues that are very
important in California? But suddenly $230
mllion materializes as essential.

Denocracy is not hanging by an edge. |
think this is really overstated and it's
hyperbolic, and it does not do respectable
service to the people of California to engage in
that kind of hyperbole. Thank you very nuch.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: The last thing |
wll say to that is just | wish we had this sane
conversation when we ran several pointless
recalls in the |ast few years.

CHAI R W CKS: Thank you.

And we'll go to M. Tangi pa now. And each
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Menber has five mnutes to opine on this bill.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  Thank you and
good nor ni ng.
|'ve got sone really fiscal-related
guestions. |s there anybody pointed to that |
can --
ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: Yeah, |'mready.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  (Okay. Yesterday
there was a lawsuit filed in response to the
pending legislation. There will be undoubtedly
additional lawsuits filed against California.
The Attorney General has already needed to
request energency funding to pay for the
litigation.
Do you anticipate needing to cone back and
ask for additional funding for the litigation?
And if so, do you expect that in this nornal
budget year -- or budget cycle, or is it going to
be an energency ask?
ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN:. | think simlar to
the funds we gave to the Attorney General during
t he special session at the beginning of this
year, that if it turned billions of dollars back
to California at the expense of only $50 mllion

dol l ars investnent, investnents that we spend
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protecting ourselves fromthis hostile
adm ni stration, pay back several tines over.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  So you believe

that that funding will be used in the |lawsuits to
fight this?
ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: | believe --

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA: And no nore
additional funds are going to be allocated
t owar ds that?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: | believe that the
Attorney Ceneral's Ofice, both now and under the
previous Trunp adm ni stration, has been wldly

successful fighting the unconstitutionality of

this --

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  |'m asking for
t he funds.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: May | --

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  |'m asking for
t he funds.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: May | finish
tal ki ng, Madam Chair?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA: Well, 1've only
got five mnutes. So |I'masking for the funds.
"' m not asking how good they are.

CHAIR WCKS: M. Tangipa, | think if you
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can let himrespond, that'd be great.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: Recl ai m ng ny

tinme.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  |'ve got five
m nut es.

CHAIR WCKS: M. Bryan.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA: | think we're on
the opposite end. | have to reclaim

| just need the funds portion. Do you
believe that there's going to be a budget ask now
or later?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: | believe that any
I nvestnent we nake in the Attorney General's
O fice yields back several tinmes over nore
resources back to California.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  |'m not talking
about how good they are. |[|'mtalking about, do
t hey need nore noney?

CHAIR WCKS: M. Tangipa, | think he's
answered your question.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  Ckay.

CHAI R W CKS: Next question, please.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA: WII litigation
costs be tracked and reported separately so

t axpayers can see the true costs of this neasure?
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ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: | think any tine
that public dollars spent, it is always in a
transparent way. And the Attorney General's
O fice has been incredibly transparent in how
they use those litigation dollars to fight to
return dollars --

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  Thank you.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN:. -- back to
Cal i forni a.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  It's estinated
that this special election will cost $235 nmillion
to conplete. |s the appropriation for the
special election ultimately going to cone from
the general fund, all while the LAO has al ready
hi ghlighted to us structural deficits and a
proj ected budget shortfall next year ranging in
between 10 and $30 billion?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN. | can tell you
it's not going to come fromthe $80 billion that
Californians pay to subsidize this corrupt
adm ni stration that has been held hostage from
t he people of our state.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  The rural
counties | represent are feeling heavy budget

pressure. Qur counties can't afford to foot the
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bill up front for the special election. |Is the
plan to provide themfull up-front costs of the
el ection, or are we going to reinburse them post
el ection?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: | imagine there's
a | ot of economc insecurity in rural counties,
especially when a hundred billion dollars has
gone into I CE enforcenent that has destabilized
our agriculture econony in many sectors of our
state. | think those resources could definitely
be spent in a better way.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  |saac, |'ve got
a rural county that has three people that work
(i naudi bl e).

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN. Assenbly Menber
Bryan, sir.

CHAIR WCKS: Please refer to him by
Assenbly Menber Bryan, please.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  Sorry.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: O the Menber from
Los Angel es.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  Sorry about
that. 1'mstill |earning.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: | know.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  The state has a
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| ong history really of creating nandates that are
supposed to be funded. M big worry on this is
that there's so many unfunded mandat es and noney
actually doesn't get back to them

What guarantees do we provide that -- to
make sure that this won't happen so those
counties that are trying to operate in the state
of California to nake sure that they're nade
whol e?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: The only noney
that's not getting back to us, not to the
fire-torn areas of Los Angeles, not to our Head
Start progranms, not to our healthcare
i nfrastructure, not to our agriculture econony is
the $80 billion in federal taxes that we paid
t hat we have asked for back in energency tines
that the federal governnent has used as | everage
and hel d hostage and subsi di zed their plans,

I ncluding the plans that are happening in Texas
ri ght now.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG@ PA: | think it's sad
right now that |I'masking very fiscally
appropriate questions in the Appropriations
Commttee and | haven't gotten a single answer on

how t he noney is going to get there, how nuch
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noney is actually needed, and where are the cost
esti mat es.

All 1'"masking for is, can we do this, and
do we have funds with a projected deficit next
year ?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN. So - -

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA: And we're
saying --

CHAIR WCKS: |I'msorry. W also have
Depart nent of Finance here who can weigh in as
wel | .

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  Uh- huh.

MR. BELTRAN: Thank you, Madam Chair, and
good norni ng, Menbers.

My nane is Christian Beltran. | amwth
t he Departnent of Finance.

And t hank you, Assenbly Menber Tangi pa,
for the questions.

Just to clarify, the |anguage does specify
that the Departnent of Finance will continue to
work with the Secretary of State's Ofice, as
wel | as our county partners, to ensure that
funding for this election will be nmade in advance
to the el ection.

So we wll continue to ensure that
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counties, particularly your counties as well,
wi || be nade whole and not to have to cut any
additional funding to public safety prograns or
any kind of heal thcare prograns.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANGQ PA:  Does the
Depart nent of Finance next year al so expect an
estimated and agree with the LAOs Ofice that
there is a structural deficit next year?

MR. BELTRAN:. | think we can all agree
that we are not in the best budget situation
gi ven federal pressures and given other kind of
hostile acts that we are seeing fromthe federal
governnent. And therefore, we are continuing to
plan for the worst, and we do have projections
that are consistent with the LAQG

However, we woul d just encourage the
Legi sl ature to understand that the Departnent of
Finance will continue to work with the partners
t hat have, both on the state and federal |evels,
to ensure we are continuing to get as nuch
fundi ng as possi bl e.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  So you - -

CHAIR WCKS: And sorry, your five mnutes
Is up. This is your |ast question.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA: Ckay.
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We have in front of us many questions that
need to be answered because it's fiscally
responsi ble here in the state of California. W
are elected in the state of California to get our
budget right. That is not happening right now.
We know t hat.

But we need to nake sure that the right
peopl e are here, because that was ny first
guestion. Who should | point the financial
guestions to? And you said you were ready.
Doesn't seemlike it.

But what we need to know right now is who
drew the maps, who got paid, who didn't go on
vacation, who is involved in this, and who has a
vested interest in all of this noney being
all ocated? That is very inportant. That is the
nunber one question everybody is asking.

Can sonebody, sonebody, anybody tell us
definitively? Wether it's |eadership, whether
it's the DCC, whether it's Paul Mtchell, whether
It's special interests, who got paid to draw the
maps and who is doing this, and did they register
under the State of California to nmake sure that
they can do this? Answer the question.

CHAIR WCKS: M. Bryan, would you like to
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address that? Then we'll nobve on to other
menbers.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: Sure, |'m happy
t o.

And | appreciate you still |earning which
conmmttee does what. Because you started out
understanding this is a fiscal commttee and then
went straight into your partisan B.S., and that's
perfectly fine.

These maps were drawn in collaboration
bet ween many st akehol ders, including experts who
have been drawing lines for nultiple

muni ci palities for over a hundred different

jurisdictions across California and beyond. It
was in collaboration with the Legislature. It
was in --

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  Who are those
many i ndividuals and how nuch did they get paid?

CHAIR WCKS: W're allowing M. |saac
Ryan to (inaudible).

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: It was also in
col l aboration with the 10,000 comments that were
submtted to the Independent Redistricting
Comm ssion, which is why nearly 80 percent of

this map mrrors the map before.
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Let's also be very clear, the person who
drew this map is the authoritarian in the Wite
House who called for destruction of the
foundati ons of our denocracy by claw ng back five
seats that don't belong to himin Texas, and
forcing the people of California to respond.

The people of California wll draw this
map on Novenber when they have their voice heard.
The Legi sl ature does not draw or inplenent these
maps. The people get the final voice. And the
maps W || change not even a little bit unless
they say so in Novenber. And | believe strongly
that they wll.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  Well, we should
know who paid --

CHAIR WCKS: M. Tangipa. M. Tangi pa.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA:  -- to prepare
you, because that's all we got.

CHAIR WCKS: M. Tangi pa.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANGd PA:  Thank you.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you. Thank you.
Ckay.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: Still |earning
t hose rul es.

CHAIR WCKS: Any other -- any other
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questions from Menbers on the Committee?

M. Gonzal ez.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER GONZALEZ: | know there's
a |l ot of conversation about cost, and | think the
budget figures were a hundred and sonething --
what was it? $230 million to taxpayers to have a
special election. But | just want to ask the
guestion to the Departnent of Finance if they can
confirm

There are many studies that are out there
that say fromnmass arrests to detention to
deportation, that California could cost the
state's econony $275 billion and elimnate
$23 billion in annual tax revenue. The |oss of
I mm grant workers, including undocunented
I ndi vidual s and those | osing | awful status would
hi nder projects |like rebuilding Los Angel es after

wi | dfires, reducing food supply, and increasing

costs.

And in 2022 undocunented inm grants
contributed $8.5 billion in state and | ocal
taxes, a figure that would rise to 10.3 billion

I f they could work lawfully.
So if we're sitting here argui ng about

$230 mllion, | wish there was this sort of
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outrage when it cane to the billions of dollars
that are being lost as a result of people who

| ook |ike ne who are bei ng detai ned, who are
bei ng hel d hostage. And we're sitting here
argui ng about, well, who drew the maps? W held
t he pen?

Well, guess what? The California -- we
were the ones who went out there and we were the
ones who said that, you know, you're obsessing
over who participated in the structure and how
they did it. The public did it.

And in the comments that were nentioned,
It said, abandoning principles, fair
representation, mass power grab, | osing when
politicians -- I'mfrom Texas. | know what
happens there. And they are not listening to the
people. They're holding themhostage. In fact,
their owmn legislature is stuck there and they can
only get a police escort.

So there's all this talk and rhetoric
about, oh, you know, who's drawi ng the maps and
how are they doing this? And Republicans in
Texas and Florida and across the country are
actively rigging districts to silence voters and

protect Donald Trunp.
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But we're figuring out where all this
noney is comng fromwhile immgrants, who nake
us the fourth | argest econony in the world, are
suf fering.

So the question is, if you can confirm
that, as a result of these raids and all of the
host ages that are being taken by this Trunp
adm ni stration, who are taking Brown people, the
billions of dollars that it's costing California
and why we have to have this election in the
first place.

MR. BELTRAN. Thank you, Assenbly Menber
Gonzal ez, and appreciate the question.

You know, | would just like to say that we
as the Departnent of Finance continue to track
econom c inplications that are stenmng fromthe
federal governnent, whether it's through tariff
policy or inmmgration enforcenent, we continue to
track our nonthly cash receipts and will continue
to do so, and wll be able to report that to the
Legi sl ature as we have nore information.

CHAIR W CKS: Thank you.

Do you have any ot her questions from
Menber s?

W do have a notion and a second.
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Ch, yes, M. Aranbul a.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER ARAMBULA: Thank you.
Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAIR WCKS: Your mc's not working?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER ARAMBULA: Well, that's
one way to silence sone voices.

Thank you, Madam Chair, for the
opportunity to ask questions.

| have great respect for ny two col |l eagues
who are here on the dais, but I'"'mgoing to start
with a bit of being a fan boy, having watched so
many of the | ndependent Redistricting Conm ssion.

Trena, you were our Central Valley
representative. You stood up for us. | watched
you tine and tine again during those hearings
maki ng sure that you were standing up for
community and protecting us.

And so | want to ask, with all real
honesty, why we need to repeat this process that
was so wel | -done back there just a few years ago.
Can you hel p answer that to ne?

Because | started ny week neeting wth ny
preacher, neeting with ny faith | eaders, wanting
to be led in this nonent, knowing that it's

I nportant for us to stand up for people of our
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great state.

PASTOR TURNER: Yes. And thank you for
t he question and the opportunity to respond.

| think nost of what we hear tal ks about
nunbers, figures, policy. There is an old saying
in the church that tal ks about -- warns people
agai nst being so heavenly m nded that you're no
eart hly good.

And in this case, | think in all of our
appropriation neetings, we need to think about
being so politically m nded that we're no
communi ty good.

Peopl e are suffering as a result of what's
al ready going on. And it's one thing to stand on
policy and principle when you have beautiful,
nont hr eat ened conmmunities to go hone to.

But for our Central Valley comunities and
other places in California that's seeing right
now terror on the streets, separations of
famlies, overreach by our adm nistration, we
cannot wait for another five years, six years,
ten years. W need to take action now.

And when history is told, we need to be
able to say that we stood on the right side of

trying to stop this authoritarian governnent that
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we have currently goi ng on.

Nunmbers -- 230 mllion is not a |ot of
noney. We can find it. And certainly it can be
of fset by sone of the other things that's
currently going on. |'mnot an expert in that.

|'"'man expert in facing people all day
everyday that's living in real fear. And we
still wll have a fight because their voices are
I ntentionally being muted now so they don't show
up |ater.

The people will speak if they're all owed
to speak, if we don't continue to face issues
like trying to get rid of voting by mail, getting
rid of the bail. Al of that is a one-story,
one-picture design to silence voices.

If the Congress didn't stand up agai nst
our adm ni stration and face that and speak out
against it, and we expect people to do it wthout
any cover and protection, |'mhoping that all of
our elected officials will do what our people is
counting on you to do. And you know that they're
bei ng i npacted now by what's goi ng on.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER ARAMBULA: Thank you for
t hat answer. And thank you for being able to ask

t hat questi on.

depos@scanlanstone.com
415.834.1114

Page 39



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 240-5 Filed 03/27/26  Page 40 of 84

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21312

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you. Any ot her
nmenbers have questions?

M. Bryan, would you like to close?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRYAN: Absol utely.

I"d like to just address finally a few
t hi ngs that had been sai d.

Qpposition wtness, ny coll eague, said
t hat stealing congressional seats is the nost
brazen way to rig the system | could not agree
nore. That is exactly why in this nonment we have
to stand up and push back agai nst the power grab
that is happening fromthe authoritarian in the
Wi te House through the State of Texas.

My col |l eague al so said that two-thirds of
Californians don't believe that the Legislature
shoul d draw and i npl enent new maps. | agree. |
aut hored legislation two years ago calling for
| ndependent redistricting comm ssions at every
| evel of California governnent, and it was
opposed by every single Republican, including the
gentl eman, who | love, who's sitting right next
to ne.

That's why | al so passed an update to the
Fair Maps Act that was signed into | aw by the

governnent that prevented us from draw ng naps
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around i ncunbency. Again, it was voted down by
every single Republican in the Legislature. In
fact, the | eader of the Republican caucus spoke
I n opposition. Another Republican,
M. Gallagher, spoke in opposition.

The public in this nonent doesn't want us
to bow down and roll over and allow for the
foundati ons of our denocracy to be eroded and
t aken away fromus so that our country becones no
| onger recogni zabl e.

| also think the fiscal hypocrisy that
|'ve heard today is mnd blowng. The State of
California was inpacted by over $10 billion from
t he haphazard tariffs that were com ng out of
Washi ngton, D.C. The CGovernor spoke very clearly
about it in the May revise.

|'ve said it many tines in this hearing
already. The State of California pays over
$80 billion in federal taxes that we do not get
back. Mbney that Los Angeles, who was on fire in
January, has desperately asked for in federal
ai d.

W have a $1 billion extortion attenpt on
t he nunber one public university in the country,

UCLA. And | don't hear any Republican standing
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up for those California tax doll ars.

| didn't hear any Republican standing up
to the big, beautiful scamthat put trillions of
dol l ars of national debt on the backs of the
future generations of California children and cut
billions of dollars in critical services,
benefits, nutritional assistance, and the things
that our children and famlies need to survive.

So to sit here and tal k about the cost of
a special election to save denocracy being too
hi gh i s unconsci onabl e, hypocritical and
unbecom ng of anybody in this body.

The people of California have asked for us
to stand up. That is why we are noving this ACA
forward. And | respectfully ask for your aye
vot e.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you, M. Bryan.

The notion before us is do pass. It was
noved by M. Sol ache, seconded by M. Fong.

| also just want to add sone cl osing
comments as well. | appreciate the spirit of
debate that we have had here in the
Appropriations Conmttee.

| have deep respect for you, M. Lackey,

so thank you for representing the opposition.
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| do want to nake a comment to one of your
coments, though. You know, Ms. Hicks is here in
her position as a | eader of Planned Parenthood
and not as the wife of sonmeone who has
participated in this. And she is a professional
in her owmn right who is |eading an organi zati on
that provides very critical services for mllions
of people across the state of California, and
that is who she is here representing.

Pl anned Parenthood is an organi zati on that
| have benefited fromnyself when | did not have
heal t hcare when | was younger.

And she has every ability to be here to
speak on behalf of those who need those
resources. So | just want to respectfully rem nd
us why she is here and in which capacity she is
her e.

The other thing | would like to say is,
since this is a fiscal commttee, you know, the
cost of an action is way too high right now on
what is before us here in this body. The cost to
our denocracy is what we are tal king about ri ght
Now.

The cost to famlies, mllions of whom who

w Il |ose healthcare because of what this Trunp
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adm nistration is doing.

The cost to these wildfire victins who are
not receiving the deserved resources that they
need to rebuild.

The cost to our working class famlies who
are losing their SNAP benefits. That is what we
are tal king about here.

None of us want to be in this situation,
but our hand is being forced. And we will not
unilaterally disarm That is why we are here.

And we are doing this in the nost
transparent way possible by allow ng the
el ectorate to determne if they want -- if they
want this or not. This is going to go to the
bal | ot .

There's triggers on this. It reverts back
to the Comm ssion. This is the best case
scenario for where we are at.

But we will not stop fighting in
California. And | believe our electorate w il
respond to that as well. That is what we are
novi ng forward today. That is what is going to
be on the floor of the Assenbly for debate
t onor r ow.

| deeply appreciate the conversation. But
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with that, | amproud to nove this bill forward.
It is going to nove out of this Commttee today
on a Broll call.

Thank you, M. Bryan, and everyone who
partici pat ed.

CHAIR WCKS: And Ms. Cervantes, you are
up next and you will be presenting SB 280.

And | just want to rem nd everyone,
Menbers wil|l each have five mnutes for coments
on the bill, and primary witnesses will each have

two mnutes for a total of four. Qpposition
W tnesses will each have two m nutes for a total
of four.
And Menbers of the public wll say nane,
organi zation, if any, and position on the bill.
We have a notion by M. Fong and a second
by M. Pacheco.
And you can begin when you're ready.
SENATOR CERVANTES: Thank you, Madam Chair
and Conm ttee Menbers.
Today |'mproud to present Senate Bil
280, which calls for a statew de special election
on Novenber 4th of this year.
The special election would all ow

California voters to consider Assenbly
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Constitutional Amendnent 8, which would all ow
this Legislature to engage in a one tine md-
decade redistricting of our state's districts in
the U S. House of Representatives.

This bill al so makes the necessary
statutory changes to allow the June 2026
statew de primary election to be held on tine.

California did not start this
redistricting fight. This fight was brought to
us. The truth of the matter is, if we |et Donald
Trunp get away with rigging elections in Texas
and other red states through partisan
gerrymandering, we will not have free or fair
el ections in the United States in the future. |If
Donal d Trunp pursues this power grab, California
stands ready to respond.

SB 280 appropriates the funding necessary
for the Secretary of State and our county
registrars to adm nister the special election.
The anobunt needed to administer the election wll
be determ ned by the Director of the Departnent
of Finance and appropriated fromthe General
Fund.

The State Controller will then distribute

nonies to the SOS and the county registrar so
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that they have the funding they need. This is
done on the front end so the funding is avail abl e
as we march toward the el ection in Novenber.

Madam Chair, we have two witnesses who are
here to testify.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you. You will each
have two m nut es.

M5. HI CKS: Thank you. Thank you, Madam
Chair. Thank you, Menbers.

| amgoing to reintroduce nyself. | am
Jodi Hicks. | amthe CEO and President of
Pl anned Parent hood Affiliates of California.

| realize sonme of you | do not know. But
before that, sone of you | do know because | al so
have a 20-year history of being a healthcare
advocate, particularly for our nost vul nerable
communities in California and advocating for
patients on Medicaid. So that is why | am here
t oday.

Pl anned Par ent hood was the first action
t hat happened with HR 1. So the defund happened
day one. It was $300 m | lion.

Thank you for quoting nme and acknow edgi ng
that I am hol ding fol ks accountable if they are

maki ng cuts to Planned Parenthood, to Medicaid,
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to any section of our healthcare that affects
patients in a deep way, which sone of our own
Cal i fornia budget proposal s did.

We have advocated to ensure that people in
our nost vul nerable communities are able to get
access to the healthcare that they need,

I ncl udi ng reproductive healthcare. Wat HR 1
did, though, is decimate that, and it is
$300 mllion every year.

So the cost and the fiscal analysis for
being able to fight back agai nst a Congress that
Is attenpting to hold onto power, to continue to
have econom c sanctions and hold California
accountable for the values that we all share,
whi ch includes reproductive freedom which
I ncl udes diversity, inclusivity and equity in
heal t hcare, has to be stopped.

Qur Congress Menbers need to be held
accountable. W want to be able to do that in
the traditional way, but we're not able to if
other states are rigging the system And that's
why |'m here today encouragi ng your aye vote.
Thank you. Thank you.

CHAI R W CKS: Thank you.

M5. TURNER  Thank you. Trena Turner,
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2020 Redi stricting Conmm ssi oner.

| wanted to say that if we could bal ance a
perfect budget, but we do it on the backs of
peopl e where it brings themharm it is
absolutely a problem for Californians.

California can't be seen centered in this
nmonent irregardless to what else is going on in
t he nati on.

The proposed districts aren't perfect as
the current ones aren't, but it certainly should
not elicit the critique and fear that sone are
going for.

This cost of 230, 235 mllion is well
worth the noney spent in order to be able to
protect our conmunities.

The new maps, by the way, use nost all of
the sane criteria, VRA included. And the al nost
40, 000 community of interest testinony received,
it was all used. Most districts that we focused
on were actually kept intact. The proposed
margin -- the proposed even -- the proposed naps
even managed to split fewer areas than we were
able to split.

There were sone issues in that in that

there were sone communities that were split, but
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we're tal king about bal anci ng what's goi ng on.

"' mnot confused as a Conmmi ssioner that this is
in this nonent not about California. This has
nothing to do with recanting or figuring out that
| ndependent redistricting was incorrect. It was
great. It's wonderful. W need to do it across
t he nation.

Since that's not happening right now,
California, we need to be able to stand up in
this nmonment and we do need to -- I'min total
support of SB 280 for the election that needs to
take place now. Because | think the work before
us is to get our people to understand,
Californians to understand why we're taking this
approach in this nmonent that is different from
what we did just five years ago.

The day is different, our tine is
different, our nation is different. Qur
congressional -- the representatives have not
stood up for California. They have not voted in
a way that protects all of our nation. And so we
now have an opportunity to play a role in that.

The last thing | want to say is many of
our people, a lot of tinmes we have often said

California was not a swng state, so we don't get
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a lot of voice up front. But in this nonent,
California is centered in this conversation and
we need to stand up now. In support of SB 280.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you.

W will go nowto folks in the room who
W sh to express support. Nanme, organization, if
any, and position on the bill.

MS. FLOCKS: WMadam Chair, Menbers, Sarah
FIl ocks, California Federation of Labor Unions, on
behal f of our 2.3 mllion nenbers. W are in
strong support.

CHAIR W CKS: Thank you.

M5. HI NES- SHAI KH:  Honorabl e Chair and
Menbers, Any Hi nes- Shai kh with UDW AFSCVE Local
3930 and their 200,000 I HSS providers who are
funded by Medi-Cal largely, and would like to
stand up and support that and this bill, in
addition to UNITE HERE! Local 11 and their 32,000
Menbers. Thank you.

M5. TURNER  Thank you.

M5. CHOU:. Annie Chou with the California
Teachers Associ ation in support.

MR. HART: Good norning again. Kaden Hart
on behal f of Lieutenant Governor Elani Kounal akis

I n support.
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CHAI R W CKS: Thank you.

MR. GUSMAN. Good norning. Conor Gusnan,
on behalf of Teansters California, in support.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you.

W will nowgo to primary witnesses in
opposi tion.

Do we have any primary wtnesses in
opposi tion?

Okay. We will have any additional folks
in the roomw sh to express opposition, nane,
organi zation and position, if any. Anyone in the
roomw sh to express opposition?

kay. We will now bring it back to
Comm ttee.

We have DOF here to answer questions, if
need be.

Ms. Di xon, you can go first.

And | want to rem nd Menbers they wll
each have five m nutes.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER DI XON: Thank you very
much, Madam Chair. | don't think |I need five
m nut es.

| wll be voting no. | wll be saying
much of the sane that | said in the previous

measure, on SB 280, which calls for a fiscally
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I rresponsi bl e special election to be held on
Novenber 4th so voters can determ ne the fate of
ACA 8.

Thi s unnecessary, again, stated again,
special election is expected to cost California
t axpayers nore than $230 mllion. And according
to the Orange County Registrar of Voters, this
speci al election for Orange County al one to
gerrymander congressional districts and split
apart communities in nmy district is anticipated
to cost between 11 and 13 mllion.

By voting to pass SB 280, you are voting
to appropriate funding for a costly speci al
election in a state that routinely spends noney
that it does not have.

In fact, we all know just this year
California faced a budget deficit of over $12
billion. And you had to make -- we in the
Assenbly and the budget conmmittees had to make
pai nful cuts, as been referenced in healthcare,
fire prevention, education, housing and ot her
critical services.

| just have to ask how that -- the cost
for the special election of $230 million could

have hel ped plug sone of those gaps and those
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costs that were nmandated or nmade necessary
because of overspending by the Legislature and
the Governor. So there's a |lot of budget fixes
that need to happen, and here we're piling on
anot her $230 million.

When we tal k about the vul nerabl e peopl e,
$230 mllion on their healthcare benefits woul d
have gone a long way. WIldfire mtigation.

My party side of the aisle recommended |
think a billion dollars for wildfire mtigation.
| think it came in at 200 mllion.

Anot her hundred mllion woul d have hel ped
the people in California to mtigate on future
wi | dfires.

We know there are significant priorities
in this state to help people, to help us be
provi di ng the needs and the services of our
communi ties.

And $230 million to be spent before
Novenber 4th, where it cones from where they
found $230 million. What is not going to be
spent, whether it's on education.

| deal with educators all the tinme, K
t hrough 12, hi gher education. Their budget cuts,

their research cuts, cuts all across the board
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because of a budget deficit. Has nothing to do
with the federal governnent. The federal
governnent doesn't fund elections. The State of
California funds elections. And where is this
noney com ng fronf

The cost of this special election
unbudgeted by the counties and not provided for
the state budget, passed only two nonths ago,
make a nockery of the budget process and an
| ndependent redistricting process.

| think to hyper politicize this effort is
shanmeful. And I will speak, all the references
to the President United States, |'mnot here to
defend him but the Governor of this state
obviously has future interests in this one. He
wants to nobilize national attention. | wll
make this as a statenent.

And that is what's driving everyone to
march in order to ensure that he is positioned to
run for President of the United States. W all
know what he's doing to get national attention.

But to hold hostage the taxpayers of
California to fulfill his political goals is
| nappropriate. So |'m obviously strongly

opposed.
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For these reasons, |'lIl be voting no. And
| encourage others to realize the folly of this
entire exercise. Thank you.

CHAIR WCKS: Wuld you like to respond or
answer in your close?

SENATOR CERVANTES: WMadam Chair, happy to
answer in ny close.

CHAI R W CKS: Ckay.

And we have M. Sol ache.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER SOLACHE: Thank you, Madam
Chair.

| just want to respectfully to ny
col | eague say that | do not plan a march in order
to support anyone 2028 yet, but I wll march in
order to support denocracy and support the
constituents in ny district who are being
snat ched by these agents w thout docunentation.

| amevery day fear for ny community that
| represent. So this is an investnent to our
Californians that we owe.

| truly understand that we have to ensure
t hat we safeguard our budget and | appreciate
that. But this is a tinme where dollars at the
federal |evel are at stake.

And Medi-Cal, Medicaid, | plan supporting
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health care for our Californians. So in this
case, we wll make that investnent to protect
denocracy in California. Thank you. And

t hr oughout Aneri ca.

Because this is not a Republican issue, a
Denocrat issue. This is an Anmerican issue.

Thank you.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you.

Any ot her question?

M. Gonzal ez.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER GONZALEZ: Just to the
Departnent of Finance. How nmuch was the, | think
It was in 2021, the special recall election that
we had?

And then out of curiosity, there al so was
an election for Assenbly District 63 where a
former coll eague was pronoted to this
admnistration and | eft that vacancy, costing
taxpayers dollars in a special election as well
because they did not fulfill their term How
much is that costing us?

M5. YAN. Good norning, Madam Chair and
Menbers and staff of the Appropriations
Commttee. MIllie Yan with Departnent of

Fi nance.
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Thank you, Assenbl ynenber Gonzal ez, for
your question.

My understanding is that in 2022, for the
Qubernatorial recall, 100 -- or $270 mllion was
appropriated for the effort, and approxi mately
200 mllion was spent for the state and the
counti es.

And in ternms of the AD 63 el ection, |
don't have that information offhand, but | am
happy to go back and get that information for
you.

CHAIR W CKS: Thank you.

Any ot her questions from Conm ttee
Menber s?

M. Tangi pa.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANGd PA: Good nor ni ng.

| just again have sone very inportant
fiscal questions. | represent the second-| argest
district in the state of California in the
Assenbly. | have six very rural, very smal
counties. Sone of them have only three el ections
workers. |I'mjust trying to make sure this noves
to where we want it to be.

They need to be made whole. They are

trying to keep up with the mandates on the state.
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There is a very big divide in this state and it's
mai nly urban versus rural than it really is right
versus left when it conmes to the financial side
of things, which is what | amtrying to focus on.
| just need to know, with this bill, the
anmpunt that is appropriated to it, is this a
bl ank check, or do we have the dial ed-in approach
to how much funding is going to all of our county
el ections clerks to performtheir duties?

We just need to know, are the current cost
estimates that were granted right now because the
state has a track record of being over
400 percent over estimates. W need to rein that
in.

I f the Departnent of Finance has already
admtted that there is a structural deficit next
year, that is our responsibility as |legislators
in the State of California to be very m ndful of
the dollars and taxpayers that they are giving
us.

Do we have all of those dialed in, or is
It a blank check, or when a county says | just
need nore for this, that they're just
automatically going to get it? Are we just going

to allocate noney? What is the appropriation
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limt?

M5. YAN. DOF?

Thank you, Assenbl ynenber Tangi pa. |
appreci ate your concern over the costs.

SB 280 includes an appropriation for the
Secretary of State and allows the state
controller to allocate resources to counties
based on a schedule that we are currently in
devel opnent with the Secretary of State. So it
Is a noving -- it's a devel oping issue right now,
and we are working with the Secretary of State to
devel op a schedul e.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA: Do we have a
cap? Do we have a cap on how nuch can be spent?
Because | just -- | had to run a bill to put a
cap on other projects in this state.

Is there a cap there? So that way we
don't go from250 mllion to half a billion
dollars. And that is nore than reasonable to
expect with the track record of projects in this
state.

M5. YAN. Thank you. | appreciate your
concern about the costs.

We do have benchmarks from past efforts

t hat we woul d hew cl ose to.
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ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANGd PA:  Ckay. Thank
you.

And now | have -- | reached out to al nost
all of nmy county elections clerks asking them
what financial questions do you have? How can
you i npl enment ?

There are a lot of rules in this that also
require them Covid era regulations, additional
Vot ers Choi ce Act.

Sonme of ny counties are not Voters Choice
Act sinply because they don't have the personnel
to do it when you' re asking three people to show
up. The labor laws in the state of California
are very conflicting with the Voter Choice Act
and the anount of work that they can do and they
can't onboard and hire for a tenporary speci al
el ecti on.

Al of those costs are specifically for
| nyo county, Mono county, Mariposa county,

Cal averas county and Tuol umme county. | am here
to make sure that they can nmake up for it.

Because sone of ny counties just this past
year have had to reduce their budgets because
they can't afford the state nmandates by

15 percent. They are struggling very heavily.
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So the question that they are asking is,
this proposition would require significant
redistricting inplenentation, if this is passed,
by counti es.

s there an appropriation for this
unschedul ed portion of it after the election is
happeni ng, the mandate that is nandated -- wth
this mandated work that nust be conpleted after
the certification of the election on Decenber 2nd
and prior to the opening of signatures in lieu on
Decenber 19t h?

Because they've got about two weeks, two
weeks to redo all the districts, to open the
signatures in lieu for the primary el ection.

Is there additional funding after the
el ection is done appropriated to themto nake
t hi s happen?

M5. YAN. Thank you for your concerns.

The intention is to provide funding to
county elections officials in advance of the
el ection, and we are working with the Secretary
of State right now

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA: After the
el ection?

MS. YANN. And in terns of that, that
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IS --this is a very developing issue that we w |
continue to | ook at as devel opnents occur.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANG PA: | think we
should all worry to be fiscally responsible in
this state, to do our job as state el ecteds.

And what we heard right now and what ny
counties are watching right nowis you are asking
themto do sonething, to have a Hail Mary from
the 99-yard I|ine.

|'ve got three people in an el ections
office. | have very urban area. | have the
fifth largest city in the entire state of
California and | have the snmallest conmunity as
wel | .

Shoul dn't they have sone consi deration?
And if we are going to take all of these dollars
and punt themaway for it, they are struggling
now. Do we not expect themto struggle in the
future? And how can we say that we are fiscally
responsi ble --

CHAI R PELLERIN. Thank you, M. --

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANd PA:  --and taking
care of those dollars?

CHAIR PELLERIN:  Thank you, M. --

ASSEMBLY MEMBER TANGQ PA:  Thank you. It
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shoul d worry everybody.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you M. Tangi pa.

Any ot her questions or comments from
Comm ttee Menbers?

Ms. Cervantes, would you -- did you--

Ms. Cal oza, did you want to speak? No.

Ms. Cervantes, would you |ike to cl ose?

SENATOR CERVANTES: Yes, Madam Chair.

You know, | find it interesting sone of
the fiscally responsi ble questions that were just
asked. You know, just yesterday in Assenbly
El ections Commttee you' re worried about us
spendi ng too nuch noney. Now, today, you're
worri ed about not having enough noney. |
certainly -- or it was the opposite.

You know, | certainly want to just
hi ghlight that it was -- the cost that we're
tal king about in this fiscal conmttee today, the
costs are going to be just as nuch as a failed
recall that your party placed on Governor Newsom
That was irresponsible. That wasn't fiscally
responsi bl e.

The cost that this election is going to
cost is as nuch as a new ballroomthat President

Trunp is going to build at the Wiite House. Is
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that fiscally responsible?

It's also half the cost of the
retrofitting of the Boeing 747 that President
Trunp is questionably accepting fromQatar to
build to have as his new Air Force One.

And today | do want to highlight, as was
menti oned by the Departnent of Finance, that the
counties wll be nmade whole. The counties wl|
be made whol e.

Voters have a vested interest. They have
a vested interest to say no nore to Trunp's power
grab. And today, we will continue to nove
forward collectively and stand up against this
authoritarian presidency. | respectfully asked
for an aye vote.

CHAIR WCKS: Thank you, Ms. Cervantes,
and appreci ate the conversation today.

That is out on a Broll call. Thank you.

(End of SB 280 hearing.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPCORTER

|, MARY ANN SCANLAN, hereby certify that
| transcribed the California Assenbly
Appropriations Comnmttee neeting held on
August 18, 2025, as conpletely and correctly to
the best of ny ability.

| further state that pages 1 through 66,
I ncl usive, constitute an accurate and conpl ete
transcription of the video recording for the

proceedi ngs specified.

Dat ed: Novenber 1, 2025

Mary Ann Scanl an, CSR
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